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AAUW Kensington-Rockville Branch

Ingleside at King Farm - Derwood Room
1615 A Piccard Drive or 701 King Farm Boulevard, Rockville
(parking and map attached)


Join our First Meeting of the Program Year 
Saturday, September 20, 20245 10:30 am -12:30

How Can AAUW Advance Women’s Policy Issues in Today’s Political Climate and How Can You Help?


Our AAUW program brings us an exciting guest speaker, Meghan Kissell, the Senior Director of Policy and Member Advocacy at the American Association of University Women (AAUW). She leads AAUW’s non-partisan and mission-driven public policy at the federal level and supports the grassroots advocacy work of AAUW’s membership network.  
What is AAUW’s policy stance on Capitol Hill, and how are AAUW branches advancing women’s issues on the state and local levels? We have the opportunity to hear directly about issues and challenges from the person responsible for guiding AAUW policy and advocacy activities. Ms. Kissell will answer questions and share insights into the current situation for AAUW advocacy.
You can purchase lunch in the Ingleside Café and continue networking and socializing with members and our speaker.at the conclusion of the program and business meeting. 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Meghan Kissell has more than 20 years of nonprofit policy and issue development experience, implementing targeted social impact strategies designed to engage key stakeholders and policy makers to advocate for positive policy outcomes.  
Prior to joining AAUW, Meghan worked on state and local health policy with the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids and led efforts to expand LGBTQ equality in the Deep South with the Human Rights Campaign. She also worked for the Conservation Lands Foundation to help lead local and national campaigns in the Western United States resulting in the successful protection of more than 5 million acres of public land. She was also previously AAUW’s Field Director, supporting local advocacy engagement and volunteer get out the vote efforts.  
Meghan has a master’s degree in social work with a focus on community organizing from Howard University and a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Allegheny College in Pennsylvania.  



President’s Message:
 
From the President
Welcome to the opening of AAUW Kensington-Rockville’s 2025-26 year! We’re so glad to have you with us, whether you’re brand new to AAUW or new to our branch or are marking decades of active involvement. 
In my view AAUW, an organization dedicated to promoting higher education and thus-earned rewards for women since 1881(!), is even more important and relevant in these challenging times. So, we’re extra-excited to welcome Meghan Kissell, our senior staffer on public policy and member advocacy as our speaker. There are things we can, and must, do to push back against the daily erosion of women’s rights—from two minutes on your computer to hours of personal lobbying on Capitol Hill. Come to learn, to be inspired, to give and to act for the betterment of women in whatever way works for you.
 I remind us that AAUW is an issues-based actively political, but nonpartisan, organization. We did join 149 other national organizations in a New York Times full-page ad opposing the recent “One Big Beautiful Bill,” which, among other travesties, guts educational opportunities, health care, and much else while lining the pockets of billionaires. (See ad reproduction following.)  
I’m also proud that AAUW has been awarding fellowships and grants to post-graduate women since 1888. To date we have funded 14,000 women from the United States and around the world, to the tune of $146 million. In 2025 we awarded $5.3 million to 228 women, and some women-led community-based projects. The application window for 2026 is now open if you or someone you know is seeking higher education to improve her life opportunities. We sponsor scholarships to Montgomery College students, too. 
All this takes money, of course. I’m pleased that AAUW is urgently focusing on education and advocacy right now, seeking donations to our Defend Higher Education Fund and the Public Policy Fund in addition to the always-critical Greatest Needs Fund. Donate when you can but feel comfortable ignoring sometimes that ubiquitous button.  
Dian Belanger,KR President dobelanger@comcast.net  





Proposed Budget for 2025-2026


AAUW PROPOSED BUDGET 2025-26 Fiscal Year
			Budget 2024-25        	Actual 2024-25	Proposed 2025-26
INCOME
Dues			$560.00		$576.00		$576.00(estimated 50 dues)	
Donations		  150.00		     40.00                          40.00
In-kind donations	       0.0                            12.49	                54.00 (newsletter mailing)
TOTAL INCOME        $710.00                       $628.49                       $670.00

EXPENSES
Legislative Briefing          $150.00		$100.00	                 $100.00
MLAW			     $100.00	            $150.00                           $ 75.00
President	                 $ 25.00                         0.0                             $ 25.00
Membership                     $ 25.00                        0 .0                             $ 25.00
Program/hospitality         $100.00                    $46.49                           $100.00
Directory		      $ 75.00		      0.0	                             $100.00
TOTAL EXPENSES        $975.00                 $296.49                            $425.00

 

 
The AAUW Archives Corps Invites You!
Do you enjoy discovering hidden treasures? Are you curious about AAUW’s amazing past? Would you like to make a significant contribution with no ongoing advance preparation? 
If so, please join the fun, with other dedicated member volunteers from the DMV area who comprise the AAUW Archives Corps. We meet on the 4th Monday of alternate months at our national office at 1310 L Street NW, Washington, DC, 10:00a-2:00p. 
Training and ongoing guidance are provided so we can confidently process and preserve our historic past. Our important efforts make these records usable and accessible to present and future researchers. 
Yes, much of what we do is scut work: remove staples, arrange papers chronologically (or in other logical sequence), cull duplicates, transfer the organized documents to acid-free folders. But what a thrill it is to uncover an awesome, unusual, funny, or long forgotten missing link. My favorite finds so far: A member/leader bequeathed a Montana gold mine to AAUW in the 1970s! (Then what? Still searching . . ..)
Bring or buy your lunch nearby. There’s a parking garage adjacent; or it’s about a five-block walk from the Farragut North or Metro Center Metro.
Questions? Ready to sign up? 
Please contact Dian Belanger, dobelanger@comcast.net 

Registration for MLAW Saturday November 1, 2025
Register Today for MLAW's 2025 Fall Conference!
We will host our annual fall conference on Saturday, November 1, 2025. This year's conference will be held in person at The Meeting House in Columbia, MD. Join us as we advocate for progressive legislation for Maryland's women and families!
The Conference will provide information and strategies to activate and energize participants to successfully advocate for legislation impacting women and families during the 2026 Maryland General Assembly Session.
Join us to:
· Gain valuable insights from advocates and legislators presenting 2026 legislative proposals
· Network with other MLAW supporters, advocates, and legislators from around Maryland about these important issues.
· Welcome and guest speakers pending. Stay tuned!
Please visit our conference website for more details and to register. Tickets are $45 through 10/15; late registration after is $50. Student tickets are available for $25. Current MLAW members will receive a $5 off coupon towards their registration. There will be no on-site registration, so please register early.  
Sponsorship opportunities are available and encouraged. Support the conference and MLAW by becoming a sponsor! View sponsorship opportunities here. Sponsorship deadline for inclusion in our program booklet is October 10th.
For more information, call 443-519-1005 or email mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com. We hope to see you at the conference in November!
 Interest Groups:



Le Groupe Francais
Ruth Spivack raspivack@gmail.com
 
 
 The Le Groupe Français will meet in September via ZOOM.  Further information will be sent by e-mail soon.



 















Great Decisions-Live!
Anita Rosen anitarosen123@gmail.com
Bobbe Mintz Bobbeandherb@comcast.net

Our discussion will be Friday, September 26 at 10:00 in the Derwood Room at Ingleside King Farm. We will be discussing Chapter 6, The Future of NATO and European Security.  All are welcome. The Video Master Class will on ZOOM Thursday, September 25 at 7:00 pm. The URL will be sent prior to the meeting.



The Literature Discussion Group
Joyce Graf joyce@regraf.com
 
 
The AAUW Kensington Rockville Literature Group will meet on Tuesday, September 15 at the home of Joyce Graf.  The meeting time is 1:00-3:00 pm.  Drinks and light refreshments provided.  Please RSVP to joyce@regraf.com
We will be planning for the coming year: please bring your book suggestions and ideas on scheduling and changes.  
We will also be discussing Interpreter of Maladies, by Jhumpa Lahiri, a Pulitzer Prize selection of short stories. Read one or more of the selections.

Calendar of Upcoming Events:

MLAW Meeting November 1, 2025, The Meeting House, Columbia Maryland 
 
 2nd biennial Atlantic Regional Conference
 September 25-27, 2026
 Lancaster, PA (details as they're developed)

The deadline for the next Newsletter is September 20.


Newsletter Editor				    	       Circulation Editor
Margery Sullivan                                              Ruth Spivack
msullivan@niaid.nih.gov            		        raspivack@gmail.com




AAUW NATIONAL MISSION: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. VISION: AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in areas impacting the lives of women and girls.
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